
  Science Knowledge Organiser 
Learn these facts to help you with your all of 
your work.  

Important Vocabulary: 

Preserved- If you preserve a situation or 

condition, you make sure that it remains as 

it is, and does not change or end. 

 

Scientists- A scientist is someone who has 

studied science and whose job is to teach or 

do research in science. 

 

Pressure- Pressure is force that you produce 
when you press hard on something. 

 

Heat- When you heat something, you raise its 

temperature, for example by using a flame or 

a special piece of equipment. 

 

Compact- Compact things are small or take 

up very little space. You use this word when 

you think this is a good quality. 

 

Spews- When something spews out a 

substance or when a substance spews from 

something, the substance flows out quickly in 
large quantities. 

 

Fossils 
A fossil is the preserved remains or 
impressions of a living organism such as 
a plant, animal, or insect. Studying 
fossils helps scientists to learn about the 
past history of life on Earth. 
 
Types of Fossils 
• Body fossils - Body fossils are fossils 
where some portion of the actual 
organism's body remains 
as part of the fossil. 
• Trace fossils - Trace fossils are fossils 
where there isn't any actual part of the 
original organism, 
but "traces" of the organism are preserved 
in rocks and minerals.  
 
Fossils are found all over the world. 
Most fossils are found in sedimentary 
rock 
 

Types of Rock: 
Metamorphic Rocks – They are formed by great heat and pressure. They are generally 
found inside the Earth's crust where there is enough heat and pressure to form the 
rocks. Metamorphic rocks are often made from other types of rock.  
 
Igneous Rocks - Igneous rocks are formed by volcanoes. When a volcano erupts, it 
spews out hot molten rock called magma or lava. Eventually the magma will cool 
down and harden, either when it reaches the Earth's surface or somewhere within the 
crust. This hardened magma or lava is called igneous rock.  
 
Sedimentary Rocks - Sedimentary rocks are formed by years and years of sediment 
compacting together and becoming hard. Generally, something like a stream or river 
will carry lots of small pieces of rocks and minerals to a larger body of water. 
These pieces will settle at the bottom and over a really long time (perhaps millions of 
years), they will form into solid rock. 
 
Read more at: http://www.ducksters.com/science/rocks.php 
This text is Copyright © Ducksters. Do not use without permission. 

 

The Rock Cycle

Cycle 
 


