
 

 
SOUND IT UP! 

 What is Sound? 
  
 Sound is energy that is made by 

vibrations. When any object 
vibrates, it causes the particles to 
move in the air. The air particles 

then bumps into each other and 
then bump into others. This 

continued bumping cause a sound 
wave. Therefore, ears hear the 

sounds. When these particles move 
fast, a high volume of sound is 

formed. And then, when these 
particles move slowly, a low 

volume of sound is produced. 

 

The function of the ear 

Our ears serve as a bridge for sound waves 

to pass. The human ear that attaches to 
both sides of the head acting as a funnel to 

catch even the tiniest sound around. The 

inner ears, eardrums and tiny bones inside 

the ear, called the hammer, anvil and stirrup 
all begin to vibrate as the sound waves 

start to enter the inner ear. Sound vibrations 
then move through an oval opening, called 
the cochlea. In the cochlea–a snail shell-like, 

fluid-filled chamber–the sound waves 
stimulate tiny hairs that are connected to the 

auditory nerve or the hearing-nerve. The 
auditory nerve receives signals from the 

nerve cells and transmits t hem to the 
auditory center in the brain. 

 

 

What is pitch? 

The pitch of a sound is how high or 
low the sound is. A high sound has a 
high pitch and a low sound has a low 

pitch. 

 A short string gives a higher-

pitched sound than a long string when 
they are plucked. 

 A tight drum skin gives a higher-
pitched sound than a loose drum skin. 

 

 

 

 

The loudness of a sound is how loud or 

soft the sound is. 

A guitar string plucked strongly makes 

a loud sound. A guitar string plucked 

gently makes a soft sound. 

A drum skin hit hard makes a loud 
sound. A drum skin hit gently makes a 

soft sound. 

 


